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Mrs. Catt, Mrs. Laidlaw
and Others Find
Public Life and Home
Making Do Not
Clash

Ay

Iy yon ever trail a man who
is afraid of woman suffruge
tn the source of his own
fear?

T did, I tralled him all around the
house-—~from parior to kitchen., In the
parior he murmured pleasing plati-
tudes whout woman being an angel,
man's gulding star, hig source of in-
apiraition, his main hope of heaven.
In the kitchen he brought up ruefully
before the range and pointed to it with
a dramatic gesture. “If women get
to voling who'll keep house? We've
got to eat,” he cried, and with that his
real heart's concern was laid bare,

Nothing seems so to have reassured
the men voters “up State” as tasting
Jane Thompson's cake. Jane Thompson
is a young woman voter from Chicago
who in working for the Empire State
ampaign committee in Rochester and
other citles. Somebody in one of her
sudiences once told her he “bet she
vouldn’'t make biscuit.” it gave her
® clue to his heart's concern about
suffrage. She wondered if there
weren't other men in her audience
‘who needed reassuring as to a suffra-
Eist's capacity to make hiscuit. Since
then she has been glving cooking ex-
hibitione wherever she goes to prove
that a suffragist oan cook.

The truth is they go together,
woman suffrage and housekeeping
abllity. I am familiar with the homes
of the women voters of the West and
I know. And working for the vote,
which takes up a great deal more
time than actuul voting, also goes with
housekeeping ability. To put the mat-
ter to the test locally I made some
surreptitious inquiries as to who
among our suffragists had reputations
a8 housekeepers. It was interesting
to see how the housekeeper's reputa-
tion Mned up to match the suffragist
reputation.

For instance, there is Mrs, Catt.

Mrs. Carrle Chapman Catt, suffra-
gist, organizer of women of many
nations, is known all over tha globe,
but Mra. Carrie Chapman Catt, house-
keeper, is known to only an intimate
circle, and it 18 something of a revela-
tion when this foremost leader of
women grows confidential ovéer her fa-
vorille recipes among & group of intl-
mates, as she did one day when 1 was
privileged to hear her. The talk had
turned upon the new cookbook Is-
rued by the Pennsylvania Woman Suf-
frege Association.

“Do you know,” began Mrs. Catt,
“that a good many of our suffrage
campaigne have been financed by cook-
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booke? The campaign in the Btate
of Washington, for one. At least a
dozen good cookbooks have been

brought out with a suffrage imprint.
Suffragists are notably good cooks
and good housekeepers, and they look
to the vocation they know best as
most likely to help them turn A penny
for suffrage."

“Do you like to keep house, Mrs,

Catt?'
“Very much. And T have Kkept
house constantly for about thirty

years, with the exception of the two
vears 1 spent in going around the
world with Dr. Aletta Jacobs."”

Ard even as a bride, it seems, she
#id not have to victimize her husband
by her experiments in ecooking., 8h=
was a goxd cook and a good house-
keeper before she married

“My mother,” she sald, “was one
of the old fashioned housekeepers who
believed in training thelr daughters
to cook and sweep and sew, 1 learned
It all at home. Later I took a coursa
In domestic sclence. 1 have a diploma
from the University of Iowa that tes-
tifies to that, and I am proud of that

ploma."

When Mra, Catt was asked if

uvught an active life outside of (he

omnc was likely to lessen a woman's
ppreciation of home, she nezatived

e idea emphatically. "It cerininly
has not been my experience. 1 comn-
fort myselt with my housekeeping,
Nothing rests me so much when
things go wrong on the outside as (o
o into my kitchen and cook."”

“Oh, won't you tell us your favorite
pecipes?”’ asked a housekeeper, of no
mean ability hersgelf, who happened
to be a suffragist,

“Well,” said Mrs. Catt, 1 think 1
make very good strawberry short-
wake,”

“And don't forget yvour prune souf-
fe," chimed in one of the Inmates of
the little group. *“And she s also
gamous for her lemon jelly cake."

And then Mrs, Catt gave a word
ot explanation a8 to how she manag
to do all that she does in the I
nand all the things she does outside o
the home too, *“IUs ail in system,
1 think there i8 something wrong w.ih
A woman's executive ablility if
can't manage her home and have time
for a great deal besides.”

Mrs. Catt's various claims to fame
ns HuferH‘..‘iL organizer of women, o=
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litical leader, &c., dwindled to insig-
nificance In comparison with the dis-
tinction revealed In her next words,

words that she spoke quite casually as
if she were saving nothing unusual:
“] hear a good deal about the ser-
vant probiem. 1 have never had any
pervant problem. My servanis stay
with me untl! they marr As each
new servant becomes a member of my
household she s given a st of her
duties; certain tl are done on ecer-
taln davs, the sllver & cleaned on a

certain day, the sweeping s done on a

certain day, the lsundrs s done on
Monday--hecause my grai * al-
wavs did it on Monday r are
run hy system 1 don have any
troubile and the servants don't seem
10 have any."

In a very businessiike room In her
office ot the Empire Btate campalgn
committee headquarte:s another well |
known suffragist  discussed  crisply
such domestic toplcs as housekeeping
and hables Mrs Norman de It
Whitehouse s modest  about her |

housekeeping talents, but perfectly ap-
pointed homes do not run themselyves

and 1 insisted that she too must have
Y& system.”

Ny system?” she querled in her
soft Southern volee, "1 employ the

maost ¢fficlent help and then 1 put the
respansibility of running the house
squarely up to them. I let them ar-
range the work in their own departs
ments nnd impress nnan tham that it
1= results T want; 1 don't care how
they get the results so long as the re-
kults are there. 1 like my home well

Mrs. James Lees Laidlaw.

I couldn't stand to live In one
I can’t

run;
of those topsyturvy homes;
stand dirt and disorder.

“But I feel that a well trained cook
knows how to cook better than I do
and a well trained chambermalid
knows how to sweep better than 1 do,
&0 1 never tnterfere In the manner in
which they do the work as long as the
work itself e satisfactory., I suppose
it is fortunate that I have a knack for
management because when 1 went to
housekeeping 1 had not had the solld,
sensible background that Mrs. Catt
had had in her housekeeping training.
My major training had been in danc-
ing and Freneh."

“Have you had trouble with the ser-
vant problem?” began the interviewer,

“Not a bit,”” broke in Mrs. White-
house Liithely, “I never have trouble
with servants, and I employ both men
and women, 1 think putting the re-
sponsibllity upon emplovecs makes
them take more pride in their work.
My servanis know how | want my
house run, and they vie with each
other In getting the right resualts
When.l correct a servant | never make
It a personal matter, 1 suggest that
this thing or that thing needs atten-
tion, and the fault |s quickly rem-
edied.”

“Your little daughter is not jealous
of vour suffrage work?"

“No, I have never let my suffrage
affairs interfere with the time 1 give
my little girl, I take my child as an
embryo person and do not try to foree
my individuality too much upon her.

As far ax possible | permit her to
work out her problems In her own
wad, Matters relating to her comfort

and pleasure she usually decides for
herself. To illustrate my point: The
ather day we had a discussion about
her hair. I thought it was too long
and should be cut Hut my daughter
didn't want it cut, and her reasan was
that it was her hair
her governess, ‘if it
are your mother's
daughter Immediately took exception
to the remark. ‘1l am my own little
girl,' she announced stoutly

“But to return

‘But* snggested
i your hair you
little gi

o housekeeping,”
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Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt.

sald

Mrs. Whitehouse, “please don't
think because 1 don't attend to the
details of housekeeping thit 1

a shiftless kind of person. 1 «!
up my bills regularly every month
and I do try to make my hushand and
I think Mr, White-
house would be glad to find somethin
wrong about the house occasionully
Just for the chance to tease me by
charging it up to suffrage, but 1 see
that he doesn't get the opportunity.”

Mrs, James Lees Laldlaw has kept
‘nouse ever since she was married

“The only change I make is to mowvs
from one home into another. 1 have
three homes and the one | am fond-
est of is the one in which 1 do all
my own housework, inciuding the
cooklng., Fonone month of every yvear
Mr. Laidlaw, my little daughter and
myself run away from everybody and |
hide curseives In a tent in the monr- |
tains. We take no servants, not ¢ven !
the chauffeur. Louise and | ull
the housework and Mr., Latdlaw does
the ouiside work,

“We have three tents, very
tive except that the ice boux
vughly modern aml a fireless
take= the place of o stove
how rough my living
want them to be t}
We have the time of ouy
our mountaln, berry

»

primi-
is thor-
cuoker
no Lwtter
conditiv: s are |
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ADVENTURES OF ONE

Phote by Marceau

iving outdoors— bullding up for the
wonter's work, This summer we haven't
been able ta o, for the first time in
vears, on gecount of the coming elec-
tion I have been g0 busy that 1 sim-
ply counldn’t get away However, 1
shoudn't complain, FEvery suffragist
i« making =acrifices in thi= crucial
time, My littie daughter, however, s
terribly disappointed. She loves the
wilds

“A woman needs outside interests {f
she is to be a really good housckeeper.
A woman of any executive ability,
even though she does her owr work,
will have {dle time on her hands in this
day of =simplifled housekeeping. FKven
the tenements modern improve-
ments have done away with much of
the drudgery of housework. The tene-
ment housekeepers are the hardest
workers of all, vet they find time for
other things besides their domestic
work. ©mly the other day I had an
appointment to speak on the FEast 8ide
nt 2 P M, I was rather irritated at
the hour: [t didn't suit me very wp[l.:
but of course 1 went; and 1 found that |
2 v'elock was the time when the tene- |
ment housekeepers had given their

in

children their lunch and had a little
reathing spell before the dinrer had
to be started |
“Moad vou. these are the waomen |

|

wha ofien have to carry up thelr water

MAN 1

Mrs. Raymond Brown.

to the top floor of a six story bullding
and who dJo their own laundry wo !
sewing and cooking Now if thes
mothers can tind time to devote 4 Lt ]e
while to outside Interests ot

keepers in better clreumstances cel
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FOR SUFFRAGE

US AS HOUSEK

Even Hunt for a Ser.
vant Problem Among
Them Proves Futile-..
One Husband Tells
His Experience

once. If something is forgolten an.

of
the servants is sent for it or we gy
without,  All these extra trips (li.

careless housekeepers demand of +he o
tradespeople mean the extra coe
gervice added on theip bills; the more
errand boys a store has to keep, the

more telephone calls it has to make
the higher it has to charge for jre
stock.”

“Don’t you find suffragists gener.
ally very domestic?"

"Domestic!  Why 1 just wish v,
could hear the conversation that
sometimes goes on at Woman Hufs
frage party  headguarters, i1« vl
about jam and preserves and cukes
And | want you to sesa how we q
fragists carry our housekeeping in.
| #tinet=2 into our suffrage work <it il
{ Mre. Laldlaw, “Look at those sh vis
lgee how neatly catalogued (b Are
‘lelll I want to show vou o on
teloset, only  instead of being (ol of
flinen  it's full of pamphlet And
Phere—pulling  out a drawes
| have every voter in New Y
"ulated. We can tell you In o ot
'\\'lu-thl-r he is for =uffrage or again
it, or neutral. We are just uas nui
Uical and careful In our suffrage w
ux we are in our housekes 1 1vd

Mrs. Norman de R. White- |You have luncheon !
| Wasn't it a good luncheon for 28
house. | cents 2"
afford sufficient servants to permit r; The interviewer acknowledied it o
helr specializing in their work, The | She didn't quite see how
servant problem s in the home where fragists did it
there {* only one servant, who is conk | "And aren’t our mns 1 1nd
and laundress, chambermaid and wait- | cheerful and homelike?  You soe, sof.
ross tut where the cook does only | fragists don’t dissociate suffrage .nd
the conking, the chambermald only the housekeeping They hnk them up
chamber work, the butler only the |together.,  We have a big b
serving, the work is not hard; their | organization here, hut it s
hving conditions are comfortable and | a home.™
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“If vou can show me that my wife's
taxed by the State,” sald a highly in
telligent farmer to me vecently, “I'll
vote for the amendment But it's
alwavs looked to me as if T paid the
taxes and she bought the bonnets
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tistics, derived large!ly from States (n
which woman suffrage has been tried,
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open Lo glestion Rurely the really
herow efforts of the women organizod
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diarkness that aMicts the minds of =o
many  thorouzhly  conseientions men
are entitled to the rewnrd of victory
ut, as ex-President Taft savs, if that

tory does not come this fall it is
Aestined ta e eventoally el el

The tired fingers of the anti-suffra-
Rists will eventually fall to plug up the

at last.
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